


'?'_;'-How was the right
~of suﬁrage extended
. _'before the Civil War?

The colomal limits on who could vote
did not change much durlng the early
years of the new natlon. Many colonies
-~ only allowed white men who owned
‘property and belonged to a particular

rehgmus group to vote. -

“After the Revolution, an increasing
: number of people objected to. these limits on
: votmg rights. States began to do away with -
_ property and rehglous restrictions. In addi-

tion, new states joining the Union placed
) fewer limitations on suffrage. Suffrage

means the right to vote. In the early 1800s, |

for example, six new Western states gave
the vote to all adult white males. '

Although the states took steps before '

the Civil War to. extend suffrage to more
_ people, change was not easy. For example,
‘as late as 1842 in Rhode Island, only men
‘with property were allowed to vote. This
situation caused an armed rebellion. The
rebellion failed. But the following year
Rhode Island adopted a new state con-.
: stltutmn that gave voting rights to all
male citizeris who paid a tax of at least
‘one dollar a year.

: ';'Flf’teenth Amendment
| = Nineteenth: Amend ment
S '-'Twenty-fourth,'- mendment :
s Twenty-slxth Amendment

What criteria should bé used o determme
who should be ehgrble fo’ vote? _
Before the C1v1l War, a large part of the i

populatmn——mcludmg African American
men and all women—still could not vote.
In the rema1n1ng sectlons of the lesson
you will learn how these groups, Native
Americans, and others gained the right
to vote.




How did African American
men gain the right io vole?

Although many black men fought in
the Revolutionary War, the right to vote
was not extended to African Americans.
In 1860 only six of the thirty-four states
allowed freedmen to vote.

After the Civil War, the states approved
the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth
- Amendments to the Constitution_..'l‘hese:'
amendments are known as the Civil Wax

- Amendrments. The ﬁmth Amendme:zt -
abohshed slavery. The Fourieenth

Amendment granted full citizenship
to African Americans. The Fifteenth
ﬁm@nﬁmeﬁt guaranteed the right to
vote to men regardless of their “race,
color, or previous condition of serv1tude
Adding these Civil War Amendments
to the Constitution was only the start of
an effort to guarantee voting rlghts to
African Americans; Many people in the
Southern states did not want black people
to Vote or- hold pubhc office. Some states -
passed laws that made it -1mposs1b1e for
African Arnericans to vote. Some examples
of these laws follow on the next page.

What problems were the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments ffh_teﬁded tb eofve?
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Literncy tests

A literaﬁy test -requires that a

person prove that he or she is able

-to read and erte. Some states

requlred_ all men to pass these
tests before being allowed to vote.
Because most Afriean Amerjcan men
had been denied an education they
could not pass the test. Often the
people who gave the test behaved -
unfairly. They made it impossible
for even educated African American
men to pass the test.

Grandfather clause
Some states had voting laws with
wording that we call grandfather
clauses. A 'grandfathe'r clause said
that a person had the right to vote
only if his: grandfather had had the
right to vote. Few African American -
men could qualify. The1r grandfathers
had been slaves and had been
‘demed the rlght to vote.

s Poll tag
A poll tax is a fee that.a person
must pay in order to vote. Some
states charged all peopie. a poll tax,
Since most former__SlaVes were very
poor, they could not afford to pay the
tax and, therefore, could not vote.

People fought to get these state laws
changed, but it took a long time. In 1915,
the U.S. Supreme Court said that grand- E
father clauses were unconstitutional. Some -
states, however, continued to use literacy
tests and poll taxes until the 1960s in order
to keep African Americans from voting.

In the 1950s, more and more people
began to demand that the federal
government protect the right of African
Americans to vote. People of all races
worked together to change unfair state
laws. People gave speeches and marched
in the streets. These actions became
known as the civil rights movement.
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was it used?

- What was the poll tax?

. As aresult of the civil rights move-

. -ment, the Twenty-fourth Amendment
~'was added to the Constitution in 1964.

: The amendment says that the right to

“vote in national elections shall not be

-denied because a person fails to pay a

poll tax or any other tax. The U.S. Supreme

Court later said that the Twenty-fourth

. Congress passed a law called the

- Voting Rights Act in 1965, The law
-protected the right to vote for all citizens.
The law forced the states to obey the
Constitution. It made it clear that the
right to vote could not be denied
because of a person’s color.

Amendment alsb= applied to state elections.

© VOTE HERE
(If You
¢an afford it)

How did women
gain the right io vole?

In 1848, a convention was held at
Seneca Falls, New York, that launched a
national movement by women to win the
right to vote. Although suffrage for women
had many supporfers among men, the
battle was a difficult one. In those days
it was common to believe that women
should not partj‘” ipate.in government. _

"

This idea made it harder for women
to achieve their goal. o

In 1876, Susan B. Anthony led a delega-
tion of women to Philadelphia to celebrate fL _
the one-hundred-year anﬁiv,e_rsary,_of::‘l the Lo
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" not gain the vote until 1920'?'. -

_Why do you thmk women did

- Declaratmn of Independence. Whlle there,
the women publlcly protested their lack
- of suffrage by reading the Women’s

Declaratlon of nghts
© Gaining the nght to vote for women was

a long, slow process. The earliest gains were

made in the western part of the country.
The territory of Wyoming granted women
the right to vote in 1869. By 1900,

.Coloradoe, Utah, and Idaho had followed
- Wyoming’s lead. '

It was not until 1912 that the movement
to give'women the right to vote gamed
national recognition. Pregidential candi-
date Theodore Roosevelt’s Bull Moose

- Progressive Party supported the move-

ment. In 1913 women were granted the
right to vote in the territory of Alaska.

In 1920, the states' ratified the Nine-
teenth Amendment to the Constitution,
which gave women the vote. One hundred
and thirty years after the signing of the
Constitution, women had finally gamed
the r1ght to vote. '

" How did Native Americans
| gain the fﬁght o wete?

by their own tribal laws, treaties with th
United States government, and by special
laws passed by Congress. These laws did.

- Americans citizenship came in 1887 when -

- United States. The law also gave Indians
the nght to vote in federal electlons

Amencan Indlans governed themselv

not recognize American Indians tobe -
citizens of the United States. As a result,
they did not have the right to vote.

The fII‘St attempt to grant Native

Congress passed the Dawes Act. The Dawes
Act granted a tract of land and citizenship
to those who were willing to give up their
allegiance to their tribe. The law was
strongly resented by most tribes.
Finally, Congress passed-a law in 1924
called the Indian Citizenship Act ThlS law
fully recogmzed Indlans as citizens of the’ o

: Presrdent Calvin Coohdge thh a group of Osage

Indians after the signing-of the Indian Citizenship
Act of 1924, What rights were realized by Native
Americans with the passage of this law?




How did elghteen-year-olds
gain the right to vote?

In the 1960s and 1970s, the government
drafted thousands of young men to fight
in the Vietnam War, Many of ‘these young
men were too young to vote. They did not
have a voice in the elections for government
officials responsible for dec1d1ng America’s
role in that waz, The voting requirement at -
that time was twenty~one years of age.
~ Congress passed a law in 1970 low-
ering the voting age to eighteen. The U.S.
_Supreme Court then ruled that Congress
could only regulate federal elections. At
that time, only four states allowed eighteen-

- What is the relationship batween who r’s'alloWéd
to vote and how democratrc a country is?

year-olds to vote Followmg the Court’s
decision, steps were taken to amend the
Constitution so that suffrage would be-
exterided to eighteen-year-olds in both
state and federal elections. _

In 1971, the Twenty-sixth Amendment
was added to the Constitution. The amend-
ment grants the right to vote to any citizen
who is eighteen years of age or older.

What are voting
requirements today?

The states, although limited by the
Constitution and the federal Voting R1ghts
Act, still make some decisions regard1 :
‘voting nghts ‘All stateg have IaWs :

'only citizens have the right to
although the Const1tut10n do '

Why should people who are old enough’
- to-serve in the armed forces also have
the nght fo vote‘-"
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Why do you suppose older Americans vote more frequently than younger Americans?

before voting. To register to vote means
to have your name added to a list. Voters
are required to register to ensure that
they are qualified to vote and to keep
people from voting more than once.

Throughout our history we have
used our Constitution to achieve nearly
universal adult suffrage. Today, almost
every American of voting age has the
right to vote. This has made the United
States one of the most democratic nations
on earth. Americans can use the power of
the ballot box to choose more public officials
at more levels of government than can
voters in any other democracy.

As the right to vote hag expanded,
though, the willingness of American
citizens to participate has decreased.

In recent years there has been a steady
decline in voter turnout for elections.

The United States now ranks eleventh
among the world’s democracies in the
percentage of eligible voters who exercise
the right to vote.

Many people worry about the unwill-
ingness of so many Americans to use
this most fundamental right and duty
of citizenship. They fear that not voting
may reflect a growing feeling of being
disconnected from government. However,
if the United States is to be a country
that is truly of, by, and for the people,
it is essential that the people exercise
their right to vote competently and
responsibly. Responsible voting is
essential to democracy.




@ Why.do you thmk that older

) Amencans m1ght be more 1nter- '
-'_ested in government pohc1es
: -'__than younger Amerlcans‘? :

.'.What pohtmal issues mot1vate
".'younger c1t1zens:to get. involved -
o W1th pubhc llfe‘? vae examples

'to a much greater e ent'than do. poor SO . :
. or uneducated citizens: Voter turnoutis =~ @ :Some countrles 1ncreased voter -
also related to age_.ﬂOlder Amerlcans are R ;‘partwlpatmn by holdin _91301"101’19 .
o : almost twme as Ilkely to_vote than are B o :-On Sundays What othe_r methods S
'young Amencans S RN S0 lcan you suggest to 1ncreas _voter o
: ' o ' '.turnout‘? S : '




@ Follow a pohtlcal campalgn 111
i commumty or state. Learn about —

the canchdates Keep artlcles from
; _the newspaper. Keep a Journal :




